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CEED held its first fundraiser for the planned
Washington Lodge nature center March 24 at
Christ Episcopal Church in Bellport and took
an in-depth look at the history behind it. Gerard
Cormier, a Marist Brother, decorated artist and
on-and-off resident of the Washington Lodge
for 50 years, was the special guest of the ben-
efit luncheon. He reminisced about the build-
ings once on the property: a dormitory-type
building, a rec hall, a barn and a silo. The initial
owner of the lodge, George Constant Washing-
ton, had kept exotic animals on the property
in the late 1800s, and Cormier said the cement
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